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Protesting to stop  
support for war
I read with interest the commentary by 
Rabbi Lynn Greenhough. Along with 
 people around the world, myself included, 
she was shocked and horrified by the 
Oct. 7 massacre of Israeli citizens.

What she did not mention was the fact 
that since Oct. 7 more than 20,000 Pales-
tinians have been killed in retribution by 
the Israeli defence forces. This is what 
the protests are about.

The protesters want fair treatment 
for the Palestinian people who have 
been living in a state of quasi-apartheid 
since 1948. The current escalation of 
hostilities is in part a consequence of the 
2014 Gaza war in which more than 2,000 
Gazans died and thousands of children 
were left  physically and psychologically 
 damaged.

This helped create the current 
 generation of militants. The conflict 
of the past three months will serve to 
create another generation of militants 
unless a long-term solution can be found 
which removes Israel as the occupying 
power, and treats the Palestinian people 
fairly.

The UN does not hate Israel, nor are 
Canadian protesters antisemitic. What 
they do hate is the unnecessary and 
 indiscriminate killing of women and  
children.

The protests are not against Jewish 
people. They are an attempt to convince 
the Canadian and U.S. governments 
that continued support of Israel’s war 
machine is not going to result in a solu-
tion to this 75-year-old problem.

Rob Waine
Nanaimo

Major voice for peace, 
murdered by Hamas
Early in the 1970s I got a phone call from 
a fellow ex-Ubyssey scribe, who had pur-
sued a career in journalism, asking if I 
would be interested in writing a piece 
about a new enterprise called the Jewish 
Student Press Service, “since you were 
associated with Hillel at UBC.”

I contacted a young Canadian univer-
sity student named Vivian Silver, who 
was one of the founders of the service. 
I was impressed by her intelligence and 
her devotion to encouraging Jewish stu-
dents to work towards peaceful resolu-

tions of the acrimony between Israel and 
its neighbours.

I followed her career over the years, as 
she moved to Israel and became a major 
voice in the attempt to resolve the diffi-
culties between Israel and the  
Palestinians.

She was murdered by Hamas during 
their incursion into a peaceful kibbutz in 
November.

To all supporters of Hamas, think of 
Vivian when you chant: “From the river 
to the sea, Palestine must be free.”

Ian Cameron
Brentwood Bay

Special thanks for help 
at Cattle Point
We would like to thank everyone who 
came to our aid at Cattle Point after both 
falling when stepping on slippery rocks 
on Saturday.

It has certainly spurred us to organize 
a first-aid kit to keep in our car.

Thanks once again to all the kind peo-
ple who helped us.

John and Carol Smith
Sidney

We should all take 
better care of our health
Re: “Recruitment team draws 44 family 
doctors to Comox Valley,” Jan. 5.

This story neglected to mention where 
the wanted doctors came from. Uganda? 
South Africa? South America? Saskatoon? 
Toronto?

The self-interest related to this prac-
tice is saddening. More doctors for sick 
British Columbians … hurrah, but at what 
cost to others not in B.C.

I don’t think there is a surplus of phy-
sicians, anywhere in the world, where 
free health care exists, excepting Cuba 
perhaps.

So why is it acceptable to poach physi-
cians from countries with greater health 
problems and more suffering?

Perhaps, instead of demanding a doc-
tor or running to a clinic or ER, British 
Columbians should be taking better care 
of our health and thus, require a dimin-
ished need for a physician.

Shannon Moneo
Sooke

Conservatives continued 
health care increases
Re: “Government spending needs a shot 
of responsibility,” editorial, Jan. 5.

The editorial included a questionable 
statement about the Harper Conserva-
tive government’s funding of health 
care. The assertion that “our health 
care system has never recovered from 
these recurrent cost cutting sessions” is 
 inaccurate.

In 2004, the Liberal Finance Minis-
ter Paul Martin committed that health 
 transfers to the provinces would rise six 
per cent each year. 

This rate of increase was continued by 
the Conservatives until the Liberals were 
reelected in 2015.

If we are speaking about federal health 
care spending cuts, the last time this 
occurred was in 1995 under the Chrétien 
Liberals, when they amounted to a drop 
of 3.8 per cent.

G.K. Schick
Victoria

As our debt grows, 
we all suffer
Re: “Government spending needs a shot 
of responsibility,” editorial, Jan. 5.

Many people today, especially the 
younger generation, do not understand 
the destructive power of debt. The esca-
lating amounts of interest being paid by 
the federal and provincial governments 
is hindering their ability to provide 
 services.

As the debt increases due to interest 
payments and the interest gobbles up 
a greater percentage of their budgets, 
they either will have to cut spending or 
 continue to increase our taxes.

I understand that the annual interest 
on the federal debt is greater than the 
amount spent on health care.

I recently read about a study that 
showed that 46 per cent of the average 
middle-class family’s income is taken by 
the government.

The reason that most politicians 
don’t worry about or understand debt is 
because they won’t be around when the 
economic mess hits the fan.

Many of our current political leaders 
are ideologues who enjoy spending other 
people’s money to make themselves look 

good. Vanity projects and virtual signal-
ing are in vogue and rampant.

We are living in a society of instant 
gratification and many politicians are 
only too eager to encourage dependence 
on government.

Norman Arden
Langford

Tax is pushing money 
out of the province
A secondary home of ours in Victoria is 
for sale. Our retirement dream of having 
a getaway home in a city of our choice in 
B.C. is not reachable.

To avoid the speculation tax, we would 
have to rent the unit out for six months, 
but this only destroys the unit and causes 
us more expense.

The government’s tax has won and we 
have moved our money south of the bor-
der.

The B.C. government appears to think 
that this is the correct rule of law to 
 correct the housing shortage, not realiz-
ing that to stop immigration temporarily 
might be the answer.

Money usually will take the  easiest 
route out of the province and other 
regions or countries will prosper.

We own two condos in the United 
States. 

These properties do not have any spec-
ulation tax or empty home tax.

The Canadian tax system allows us to 
claim one of our U.S. properties as our 
principal residence when sold.

The B.C. government is just spinning 
its wheels as the people’s money can 
 easily find alternatives that will take 
away from the economy of B.C.

The B.C. government is not doing the 
right thing. I would prefer to stay in B.C. 
but I’m sort of forced to leave.

Carlos Pasqua
Victoria
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words; subject to editing for length and 
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Roundhouse project offers what Victoria needs
BRENT TODERIAN

A commentary by a city plan-
ner and urbanist advising cit-
ies across Canada and around 
the world. He was the founding 
 president of the Council for 
Canadian Urbanism, a frequent 
global writer and media com-
mentator on better city-making. 

Recent coverage regarding 
Victoria city council’s public 
hearing Thursday for the Round-
house at Bayview Place in Vic 
West has inspired me to share a 
different perspective.

I’ve been a city planner for 
32 years, including almost six 
years as Vancouver’s chief 
planner. I’ve advised many cit-
ies on better, more sustainable 
city-making across Canada and 
all over the world (including 
many like Victoria), as far away 
as Auckland, New Zealand, and 
Oslo, Norway, and as close as 
Langford and other Island com-
munities.

I occasionally agree to 
 provide advice to private sector 
projects, and I’ve been advising 
the Bayview community-build-
ing project for several years.

It’s an important site being 
considered at a really important 
time, reflecting what I call the 
“Five Crises” in my advice to 
cities.

We’re in a housing crisis, a 
climate crisis, a public equity 
(including classism) crisis, a 
public-health crisis (fuelled by 
too much car-dependent sprawl, 
and built-in inactivity by design), 
and a public-finance crisis (with 
big municipal tax increases and 
brutal per-capita suburban infra-
structure costs).

We’re also in a time where 
post-pandemic downtowns like 
Victoria’s are struggling to be 
the successful economic engines 
and city hearts we need them to 
be. Downtowns need a lot more 
people living in and around 
them.

Tackling these many overlap-
ping crises in smart, ambitious 
ways is imperative for our 
present and future. We need to 
challenge ourselves to do much 
more, much better, much faster.

I’ve watched Ken and 
 Patricia Mariash (the commu-
nity builders for Bayview) meet 
with hundreds of community 
neighbours, reaching thousands 
over many years, in events 
and through their “open door” 
approach and regular public 

lunches in the community. In my 
experience, that’s unusual, and a 
good thing.

Neighbours who have chosen 
to participate in the process 
with the applicants have become 
better informed with the facts 
and aspirations about the com-
munity-building vision, and have 
helped shape that vision.

Some who oppose the project 
are pitching “simple answers” 
they’d rather see instead, but 
the truth is that this is one of the 
hardest Canadian projects I’ve 
seen. 

Between contaminated soils, 
exciting but complex heritage 
buildings with walkable shop-
ping, big aspirations for afford-
able housing, and a need to build 
great public places that can 
also potentially accommodate 
 passenger rail in the future, it 
has been an incredibly chal-
lenging exercise requiring real 
creativity.

Some objectors have pitted 
the important heritage aspira-
tions on the site against the 
amount of density that’s needed 
to make the project actually 

work. This is a false choice.
The project needs enough 

density (which, remember, are 
homes we badly need) to make 
financially viable all the expen-
sive public costs and aspirations, 
including heritage restoration. It 
also needs the kind of population 
that will attract retailers to give 
a vibrant second life to those 
heritage buildings. And let’s be 
clear — retailers won’t provide 
those local, walkable shops and 
services without that population 
density.

Preserving community herit-

age and character isn’t about 
preventing badly needed and 
responsible change, or claiming 
to be OK with a different pro-
posal that actually isn’t viable at 
all. It’s about doing change well, 
with smart design, while under-
standing the real-life require-
ments and balancing acts that 
achieve many important public 
goals.

The heritage buildings aren’t 
threatened by the proposal. 
The proposal is how they will 
be preserved and rehabilitated, 
remaining the defining features 
in this new urban place, with 
exciting new purposes.

There’s a reason why the site 
has seen little activity since the 
previous 2008 zoning was put 
in place — that zoning wasn’t 
viable or buildable.

The city’s own economic anal-
ysis confirms that the  proposal 
that council will  consider Thurs-
day offers a lot more public 
benefit than rezonings require, 
including the daycare and addi-
tional rental housing that council 
recently requested while simul-
taneously reducing the density. 
And that’s without counting 
the “once-in-a-generation” land 
donation for below-market 
affordable housing that the 
applicants have offered.

Community opposition to 
complex proposals is normal, 
and an honest and transpar-
ent civic conversation helps 
 council make an informed deci-
sion. Unfortunately, the recent 
 misinformation about the pro-
posal has made council’s work 
harder.

As a professional who cham-
pions authentic public engage-
ment, that’s a big problem. It has 
the effect of unfairly confusing 
and scaring people.

Victoria needs a lot more 
homes. There are few sites like 
this anywhere in Canada, and no 
other sites like this in Victoria, a 
stone’s throw from a downtown 
that needs a lot of help.

The proposal for the Round-
house site is well planned and 
designed, sustainable, walkable, 
multi-modal, civic, vibrant, 
diverse, heritage-centred, and 
more. It reflects everything that 
Victoria city council has asked 
it to achieve in their two previ-
ous reviews at committee of the 
whole.

We all have a big responsibil-
ity in circumstances like this to 
be ambitious. The urgency of the 
moment calls for it.

An aerial view of the E&N Roundhouse site in Victoria West in 2021.  CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT

An artist’s rendering of the proposed Roundhouse at Bayview Place project in Victoria West, at Esquimalt 
Road and Kimta Road.  VIA FOCUS EQUITIES


